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FRenorables Richard 3. Russell
Chairman, Armed Services Commitios
Usnited :tates Sensts

Washingten 23, D, C.

Dmmnun\h

This moraning Senater Symingten called my attention to &
epodch made by Senater Wayns Morse yesterday in which he
quoted a Drew Fearsom columa of Jamuary 17, a pertien of which
relating to Sherman Adamse apparently has aet been printed by
papers carrying Psarson's matsrial., The essence of the article
was thai | depended upon the opinlon of sherman Adams fer s
Judgment on coafiict-of -Interest matters and, since in Pearson's
gpiaion “herman Adans had since besn discredited, his opinion
on this baoth delicate and important matter was subject to question,
The balance of the article {a typical Peareoa theme, ail of which
waa discusaed yesterday and on many prior eccasions and does
aot warraat cormmaent by me in this letter.

However, {or your information, the procedurs established
by the Eisenhower sdministretion was one under which sherman
Adams as Special sssistast to Fresident Zisenhower requested the
Attorney General to examine the personal affairs of a candidate and
render a written oplaion as to whether conallict-of -interest existed.
This was doae {a my case, I was not “hermun Adams but the
Department of Justice which made the {iading. This was done in
writing over the signature of the ssistant Astorney General, Cifics
ol Logal Counsel. The study was penetrating and the written report
comprehensive. it the time of my 4AZC cenfirmation beoarings ]
asked for and recsived permission to release te the Joint Commitiee
the Altoruey Ceneral's report which, as a procedural matter, was
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addressed to shermuan Adams, This request was grantad. The
conclusions of the opinion are included verbatim in the transcript
of the hearings which are available to you and to your Committes,

I think the other polnts covered in the Drew Fearson article
quoted by Cenator Morse were discussed tn detail yesterday,

Yours very truly,

T AT

L e d

John A, McCone
Director

cc: Senator Symington
Senator Morse
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